Festive celebration dﬂ:iulsgio Paylng tribute

US stamp for Year of Rabbit
symbolizes cultural bonds stabilize realty Artists show appreciation toworkers
WORLD, PAGE7 BUSINESS. PAGE 6 in fight against COVID-19 LIFE. PAGE12

HiEhE
HONG KONG
WEEKEND

EDITION

January 14-15, 2023

Carrier rockets place
four satellites into orbit

ByZHAO LEI

China launched two carrier

that can provide a combined com-
‘munication throughput of 30 giga-
bytes per second, according to
‘Wang Min, the satellites chief

Tockets on Friday to place foursat-  designer.
ellites into orbit. After its orbital transfer and
A Long March 2C rocket blasted  in-orbit tests, the satellite will be

offat 2:10 amat the Xichang Satel-
lite Launch Center in Southwest
China’s Sichuan province and
soon deployed the APSTAR 6E
‘communications satellite into its
preset geosynchronous orbit,
according to a news release from
China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corp, the nations

handed over to its user, APSTAR
Alliance Satcom, a Hong Kong-
‘based operator, according to Chi-
na Great Wall Industry, CASCs
‘overseas trading arm.
'HuZhongmin, chairman of Chi-
na Great Wall Industry, said that
an increasing number of develop-
ing countries now seek to own

‘dominant space cONtractor. communication satellites, but
Developed by the China Acade-  often donot have the money or the
my of Launch Vehicle Technology, market demand and also cannot

a CASC subsidiary, the Long
March 2C rocket is the longest-
serving rocket model in the Long
March family, and also one of the
‘most reliable types in China's rock-
et fleet, the State-owned company
said.

Built by the China Academy of
Space Technology, another CASC
subsidiary, the APSTAR 6E is the
first based on the electrically pro-
pelled DFH-3E satellite platform,
‘which is intended for operations in
geosynchronous orbit. The satellite
will be used to provide high-

obtain suitable signal frequency
Tesources for communication sat-
ellites.

“So they don't need large, high-
capacity satellites that are overly
large or too expensive. The DFH-
3E platform is affordable and can
‘meet their needs]” he said.

“This platform is also an ideal
«option for communication service
companies to conduct trial runs
for new business models, or to
expand their networks. Any new
‘business venture or expansion is
prone to greater risk than estab-
lished Buying and

cation services to Southeast Asian
countries, according to the release.

A satellite platform is a frame-
‘work used to assemble a satellite,
or satellite system, in accordance
‘with its role and function. It con-
sists of the universal equipment
needed by any satellite such as a
power source, propulsion and
orbital control devices, as well as
instruments specifically designed
for the satellite in question. This
permits easy configuration.

‘With a liftoff weight of 4.3 met-
rictons, the APSTAR GE carries 25
Ku-band transponders and three
Ka-band gateway transponders

operating a small satellite comes
with a smaller financial burden
and greater flexibility, and helps
operators reduce uncertainties”

About 13 hours later, a Long
March 2D rocket lifted offat 3 pm
at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwestern China’s
‘Gobi Desert and then placed the
Yaogan 37 and Shiyan 22A and
22B satellites into their preset
orbits, CASC said in a separate
Telease.

All of the three satellites are
tasked with monitoring and sur-
‘veying the space environment, the
space conglomerate said.
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