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Dewa nanosatellite undergoes
testing in run-up to launch

Team from utility
firm’s R&D centre
visits Lithuania
for follow-up

DUBAI
BY SAJILA SASEENDRAN
Senior Reporter

ubai’s ‘Dewa SAT-2,’ a
Dnanosatel]jte used for im-

proving electricity and
water networks, has undergone
testing ahead of its launch later
this year, Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority announced
yesterday.

A delegation from Dewa's Re-
search and Development Centre
recently visited NanoAvionics in
Lithuania to follow up on the lat-
est developments in ‘Dewa SAT-
2’, a 6U nanosatellite, which
Dewa plans to launch this year,
the authority said.

During the visit, the team con-
ducted comprehensive technical
tests of the hardware and soft-
ware of the nanosatellite, which
will be launched as part of Dewa’s
Space Programme (Space-D).

This included a high-resolu-
tion camera (4.7 metres) that will
be used for Earth observation
missions using MultiScapel00
CIS technology. The technology
provides continuous line-scan
imaging in 7 spectral bands from
a 500km orbit. Infrared equip-
ment to measure greenhouse
gases was also tested.

“Space-D, which was
launched by His Highness Shai-
kh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice-President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai, in January 2021,
aims to make nanosatellites a
complementary technology
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m Dewa Is the world's first utllity company to use nanosatellites
to Improve the operatlons, malntenance, and planning of

electricity and water networks.

During the visit,

the team conducted
comprehensive
technical tests of the
hardware and software
of the nanosatellite,
which will be launched
as part of Dewa’s
Space Programme.

to the ground IoT (Internet of
Things) communications net-
work,” said Saeed Mohammad
Al Tayer, MD and CEO of Dewa.

He said this will support the
digitisation of the power and
water networks, and enhance
the planning, operations, and
preventative maintenance for
the generation, distribution, and
transmission divisions as well as
the smart grids and the electric
vehicle charging stations.

“This will also cut costs, im-
prove investment in Dewa’s
assets, share knowledge and
experience, train Dewa's Emi-
rati staff, and develop use-cases

for advancing the utility sector
worldwide. We are preparing to
launch a 6U nanosatellite later
this year, after the success of the
Dewa-SAT1 satellite, which was
launched in January 2022,” add-
ed Al Tayer.

It was during the recently
concluded 10th World Govern-
ment Summit in Dubai that Al
Tayer announced Dewa’s plans
to launch the second nanosat-
ellite later this year.

‘Waleed Bin Salman, execu-
tve vice-president of Business
Development and Excellence at
Dewa, said that the R&D Centre
supports Dewa's efforts to use
the Fourth Industrial Revolution
technologies in the energy sector.

Dewa launched the Dewa-
SAT 1 nanosatellite in January
2022, in collaboration with Na-
noAvionics, on a SpaceX Falcon
9 rocket from Cape Canaveral
Space Launch Complex in Flor-
ida, USA. Dewa is the world’s
first utility to use nanosatel-
lites to improve the operations,
maintenance, and planning of
electricity and water networks.
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