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Luha'® iy
Be Sitting
On Gold Mine

MENLO PARK, Calit, (AP)—
Russla’s moon-londed Luna 9
spacecraft may be sittiog on a
gold mine.

The sharply defined surface
pletures transmitted by Luna 9
show & glassy volcanic lava bed
like many found In Californin,
lunar geologist: Harold Masur-
sky sald Saturday,

A study of the pictures seems
to prove beyond doubt that vol-
canoes have exploded over vast
areas aof the moon and may stil)
be actlve in some sectors, Ma-
sufksy sald,

Masurksy works with the as|
trogeology branch of the U.S.
Geological Survey. His group is
helping on advance planning for
the American effort to land as
tronauts on the moon,

He s2id the Java flow type in-
dicated in the plctures often s
associated with wvelns of gold
and other metals on earth,
The velns result when bolling
metal Is thrust into lava fis-
sures from the earth’s hot, pres.
surlzed interlor,

Masursky suggested the same
thing may have happened on
the moon,

He xaid it's possibla that some
day men may be mining gold
omhtthmn. lassified the

a ClABH| ma.
terial Iidentifiable fn Lunx D's
closeup pictares 1s scoratious
lava debris.

He deseribed It as a crunchy,
glassy stuff that quickly wou
cut an ordinary pair of leather
shoss o ribbons.

The Lung 8 pictures complete.
ly squash the theory that the
Junar surface is deeply covered
with soft dust churned up b

impacting metearites, tha geo
ogist eogundod.
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